86      THE CHILD'S KNOWLEDGE OF GOD

The need of explanation of the words of passages
committed to memory is forced upon one by state-
ments from some of the children who are trying to
think things out as far as they are able. "He or
she may be punished by a way they do not expect,
and at a time they do not expect," writes one girl,
" as the hymn says, * God moves in a mysterious
way.7 " " If the mills of God grind slowly, they
grind exceeding small," has several times been quoted
in an equally derogatory sense.

Those who endeavour to study the children's
thoughts and experiences in the way indicated in
this chapter will be greatly struck by the frequent
reference to disturbed sleep and dreams as con-
sequences of wrong-doing. " She would not be
able to sleep properly all night and would keep
waking up from her sleep, shouting about something
in her dreams " is a characteristic assertion. One
boy wrote, after speaking of a lie he had told to his
mother, " So when I went to bed I dreamt a very
frightening dream, so God punished me out that
way." On this being referred to the headmaster
for further enquiry he kindly wrote: "I enclose a

second essay written by------.    I carefully questioned

the boy and conclude that his facts are perfectly
true." The second essay is so interesting from a
psychological and educational point of view that
it is here given in full.

" One Thursday night my mother told me  to be

sure and go to ------ at half past seven because she

was going out and she would not be there to see me
go at the right time. When my mother went out,
I forgot to get ready and I only got there for eight